AYC srl Lanka
Activity Report

Introduction

The Asian youth Center was established in 1988 with 9 other countries, Japan as the base
and to this day it has been functioning as a volunteer gathering. Though large scale projects
have not been implemented as the necessity arose some welfare activities have been
undertaken. The success of our activities were an ample testimony to the fact that the 9™
International Conference was decided to be held in Sri Lanka. It was held in a fitting manner
that brought accolades to the whole of Sri Lanka. Following are the main activities that were

implemented during the year under review by AYC. Other organizations have collaborated to
activate some programs.

This Activities ware designed in keeping with the decision outlined in the AYC Kandyan
Charter

An information center for Manipuram village in Vauwniya.
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This is a village that suffered most during the war and it has very little infra structure
facilities. We realized that the children and the youth that live in this village are taking a
great effort to pursue their educational activities amidst the great disadvantages. This was
revealed when we made a survey to select a village to hold our Inter district youth exchange
program. At a discussion held at this village they expressed the wish to improve their
computer literacy and requested a computer. Thus AYC provided this Information center as
an event during the exchange program.
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AYC accedes to Sanduny’s request

“®0 g e5g AYC responded favorably to an appeal that was published in a local
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newspaper, requesting assistance to Sanduni Wasana who passed
o the GCE (OL) very well even though she studied at Labunoruwa
Pandukabaya School in the Anuradhapura district which had little or
no resources and wanted assistance to pursue further studies as she
herself was from a family of poor circumstances. The assistance was

given by way of providing a push cycle for her to travel to another

————— school to join the Advanced level classes. This lessened the burden
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A helping hand to Ravihari who did well at the grade 5 scholarship examinations

M.Ravihari Dissanayake is a student at Model School in
Horawapatana. Despite the economic difficulties of the family
she passed the examination and was entitled to join
Suwarnapali Girl’'s school in Anuradhapura to do the GCE - b
Advanced Level. However she had undergone lot more expenses . ‘
to avail herself of this opportunity. So they turned to AYC
seeking some help. Accordingly they decided to give some

financial assistance to this deserving young girl whose aim was
to become a doctor. As AYC was an organization that helped . | |
L ]

children and youth they felt that they should come forward to

help this person.

A strength for the children of Sangamitta Sunday School

In response to a request made by the Head Mistress and members of the staff AYC decided
to help this school in Udugama in the Kegalle district. Though it was the school with biggest
attendance in the area it suffered from the lack of facilities. In order to buy desks and chairs
which was their need, AYC, made a modest contribution of Rs 5000.00

Youth leadership training program.

A two day seminar was held at Bandaragama Higher Learning center for 17 youth leaders
from 10 districts on youth leadership training with a view to enlisting new members and
expanding the programs. It was possible to identify active young members who came from
different parts of the Island and it augurs well for the future as it would help to implement
our programs.
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Assistance for staff members of the Sunday Schools

AYC was able to provide certificates to trainees who completed a training course for Sunday
school teachers conducted by Baudhaloka International Organization in collaboration with
the Provincial Society of Clergy in the districts of Puttalam, Kandy, Galle and Kalutara. Our
society was able to join in a meritorious activity by helping to produce children with a
spiritual background.

A fruitful youth group and a buttressed information technology.

A seminar was held at Kolamediriya Temple in Bandaragama for 110 children studying in the
higher forms. This project was to give an advanced knowledge in information technology
and the use of computer equipment in the social network. Our staff and resource persons
were able to provide theory and practical knowledge about them.

Universal Children’s day celebrations’

A program was held in the Baddulla district for teachers
of primary school children and parents by a group of
resource persons on peace and cooperation and how it
could be introduced in the curricula of their studies
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Support for a deserving family.

In Homagama a deserving family with two bright children were given Rs 25,000.00 to
support the education of the children on the request of our Colombo district members.

(GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the ASIAN YOUTH CENTER

Asia Youth Centre held its 9™ Global Assembly on the theme “The duty of youth to help
di st r es s ein Sriclanka!l Jdpang India, Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Thailand,
Philippines and Canada participated with Sri Lanka hosting the event. AYCs of Asian region
were actively engaged at the event.

There were 30 local participants and 30 foreign participants who attended sessions on a full
time basis. The organizations working for the children from Universities and youth
organizations were included.

The Chief Minister of the Central Province Mr. Sarath Ekanayake and other distinguished
guests including Rt. Rev Mitsui Miyake the International President of AYC were present for
the inauguration. Dr A.T.Ariyaratne the Founder of the Sarvodaya Movement and Patron of
the Sri Lanka AYC graced the occasion.

The Conference was held at Hotel Thilanka in Kandy over two days and the keynote address
was made by Rev Dr James Christie from Canada. There were two more sessions with
“Distressed children — Sri Lanka scenario”, followed by Q & A session, conducted by
Mr.S.Ranugge Director of the Transparency International Sri Lanka and Presentation 2:
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“Role of civil society working for children”, followed by Q & A session, conducted by Prof.
Kamal Waleboda. The days programme included a Sharamadana done at a children’s home.

The Kandy Charter focusing on the activities that could be done in the future years by the
AYCs was presented to the Governor of the Central Province Hon Tikiri Kobbekaduwa. The
conference was concluded on a grand note with a cultural show that pleased the audience.

The conference was organized under the Chairman of the Sri Lanka Chapter Mr Ravi
Kandage, General Secretary Kamal Suneth Perrera Treasurer Nishantha Prithiviraj, Asst Sec
Rasika Geethanga, Vice Chairman Rohana Hettiarchchi and other activists of the Sri Lanka
Chapter.
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